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WHO
WE ARE

Founded in 2014, ID4Africa is an Identity-for-All 

Movement that supports African nations by equipping 

them with the trusted, context-driven knowledge 

required to design, develop, and govern Identity Public 

Infrastructure. By curating proven experiences, policy 

insights, and operational lessons from across Africa 

and globally, the Movement helps countries to make 

informed, sovereign decisions as they build inclusive 

and sustainable identity ecosystems that underpin 

socio-economic development, digital transformation, 

and humanitarian action. To do so, we assess Africa’s 

needs and priorities through ongoing engagements with 

our member countries; we source responsive expertise 

and experiences; and we curate these findings into 

trustworthy knowledge that is disseminated through our 

convening platforms (AGM, LiveCasts, etc.).

ID4Africa serves as the voice of Africa—From Africa, 

For Africa, In Africa—ensuring that the continent’s 

realities and ambitions are accurately reflected in global 

development discourse. The Movement champions 

Identity-for-All as both a legal right, consistent with SDG 

16.9, and a practical enabler of service access, inclusion, 

and participation in the digital economy. We believe 

inclusive identity systems grounded in human rights, 

privacy, and good governance are essential to sustainable 

growth and digital development.

ID4Africa currently counts 48 African member states, 

with membership open exclusively to African nations. 

While membership is free of charge, it requires a formal 

commitment to the Movement’s mission through the 

establishment of an Ambassadors Bureau consisting of 

three (3) representatives. These Bureaus serve as the 

primary interface with national authorities and provide 

governance through the ID4Africa Council.

ABOUT
ID4AFRICA 
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OUR
VISION

Identity for all in Africa for social justice and 

socio-economic development.

OUR
GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES

1. The Inalienable Individual Right
to a proof of legal identity (consistent with SDG 

16.9) is a pillar for social justice. 

2. Proof of Identity
– especially in digital form—is essential for inclusive 

access to services and for growth of digital 

economies for the benefit of all. 

6. Government Responsibilities 
•	 �Facilitate access to a proof of legal identity for 

everyone on its territory.

•	Guarantee that legal frameworks and 

regulations are in place to ensure that identity 

systems are used responsibly, and that 

individual privacy is respected, and personal 

data is protected against abuse. 

•	Ensure sovereignty of the identity ecosystem 

and facilitate its role as the foundation of 

digital public infrastructure, upon which 

government practices, public and private 

services can be built.

4. Empowering Every Choice  
We refrain from advocating for any specific 

approach or solution. Instead, we provide equal 

opportunities for all choices without bias, helping 

countries make informed decisions in line with 

their national sovereignty.

3. Empowering Every Voice
We firmly believe that inclusive dialogue among all 

stakeholders  is crucial for making progress. 

5. Africa First
Our priority is to give voice to Africa, embracing a 

“From Africa, For Africa, In Africa” approach that 

values knowledge deeply rooted in and responsive 

to the African context.  
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We believe governments need trustworthy knowledge to build the strategic capacity required to fulfil their 

responsibilities relative to the provision of identity-for-all. This knowledge should be timely and sufficient in depth, 

to enable government agencies to design, build, launch, maintain, and grow responsible identity ecosystems that 

support foundational as well as functional identification needs in their countries. In support of our vision and our 

mission, the Movement is driven by the following goals:  

1  Source, research information, curate, produce 

and disseminate trustworthy and usable content 

on responsible identity policies, best practices, 

experiences and ID4D.

2  Convene the best and brightest minds from 

within the 4 core stakeholder groups in open 

dialogue to provide insights and usable knowledge 

in a consolidated manner.

3 Make this knowledge available as digital public 

goods for the benefit of all, worldwide.

4  Work with our member countries to identify 

their needs and provide support either by sourcing 

factual information, leveraging our extensive 

network of international experts, or facilitating 

south-south collaboration with other member 

countries.   

5  Ensure produced content advances the 

inclusion and empowerment of traditionally 

marginalized and vulnerable groups. 

6 Facilitate access by women to this body of 

KNOWLEDGE and advocate for expanding their role in 

the decision-making process in government.   

7 Grow the ID4D community worldwide and maintain 

an active peer-to-peer expert network to provide 

bespoke advice and experience-sharing around identity 

system developments. 

8 Provide, on an as needed basis, country specific 

counsel to governments, to help them leverage digital 

identity and DPI for digital transformation of service 

delivery and governance.

9 Keep African governments informed about the 

range of innovations and solutions available for their 

identification and digital transformation needs.

10 Promote standards for inoperability to allow 

for achieving technology and vendor neutrality, and 

identify practices that help governments attain solution 

sovereignty, and an open and competitive marketplace 

for the benefit of the people of Africa.

OUR
GOALS
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To appreciate the roots of ID4Africa, we need to 

understand the history of ID4D.

The term “ID4D – Identity for Development” – 

encompasses the broader field of identity or identification 

initiatives for development. It was pioneered by Dr. 

Joseph Atick, Robert Palacios (World Bank), and Alan 

Gelb (Centre for Global Development) among others 

in 2012/2013. Dr. Atick, at that time, served as an 

independent consultant with the World Bank. In 2014, 

ID4Africa was founded by Dr. Joseph Atick, Veronica 

Ribeiro, and Greg Pote, aiming for greater agility and 

better governance for a Movement. Dr. Atick has served 

as Executive Chairman since its inception, with Alan 

Gelb and Robert Palacios as members of the initial 

Advisory Board, up until the end 2022 when the board 

was disbanded and replaced by a purely African body 

for governance (the ID4Africa Council).

The Evolution of the ID4Africa Governance

The governance of ID4Africa has evolved over time. 

While the Executive Chairman has been responsible, 

since inception, for the strategy, vision and management 

of the Movement’s operations, assisted by the staff of 

the ID4Africa General Secretariat (IGS), there has always 

been an external body providing governance as needed. 

This body, known as the Advisory Board, consisted 

of senior representatives of prominent development 

agencies such as the World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, 

UNHCR, Centre for Global Development, UNECA, the 

African Development Bank, among others, until its 

dissolution in 2022 to facilitate the transition to a purely 

African governance. Presently, the governance of the 

Movement is entrusted to the ID4Africa Council, which 

consists of representatives of the 48 African countries 

that constitute the official members of the ID4Africa 

Movement.

OUR
HISTORY

From left to right: A.Gelb, Dr. J. Atick,  R. Palacios

Dr. Joseph Atick, Veronica Ribeiro and Greg Pote at the inaugural meeting of ID4Africa in 2015

In 2015, the World Bank launched the WB ID4D Initiative 

to coordinate activities across its various global practices 

in this field. While the two ID4D initiatives—ID4Africa 

and WB ID4D—have always operated independently, 

they have maintained close coordination, due to their 

shared origins and aligned goals. Beyond ID4Africa 

and the World Bank, other development partners, such 

as UNDP, UNECA, UNHCR, and UNICEF, are actively 

involved in this area with their own programs. Overall, 

the ID4D community demonstrates high levels of 

coordination, greatly facilitated by events such as the 

AGM and LiveCasts, which serve to keep the community 

connected and informed.

Presently, the term ID4D refers to the domain of 

identification for development, rather than a specific 

initiative. ID4Africa is an example of an ID4D initiative, 

along with several others—including the World Bank 

ID4D Program, and the UN Legal Identity Agenda, to 

name a couple with whom we closely collaborate.
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1 The ID4Africa General Secretariat (IGS)
The IGS is the body that administers the Movement and is 

headed by the Executive Chairman (EC). It comprises roughly 

10 highly passionate individuals who collaborate with the EC 

to further the mission of the Movement. 

OUR
INSTITUTIONS

Communications
& Programing

Operations (Logistics,
Event Management & iT)

Digital Development
& Design
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Dr. Joseph Atick is a recognized world-renowned advocate and expert on identity matters. Having 

been one of the founders of the identity industry nearly 30 years ago, he led several companies 

in that domain and developed some of the foundational algorithms underlying secure digital 

identity today, including the first commercially viable face recognition algorithm. He retired from 

the industry in 2010 to focus on promoting identity for social and economic development around 

the world. In that mission he partnered with the World Bank and other UN agencies, and was 

heavily involved in the development and field testing of the methodology and analytic tools that 

would guide the subsequent activities in that space, and would lead to the launch of the ID4D 

initiative at the World Bank. In 2014, he co-founded ID4Africa as a pan-African Movement to 

promote responsible digital transformations through digital identity in Africa. He is a staunch 

defender of privacy, data protection and human rights and continues to provide counsel to 

governments and international organization on the use of identity for public good. Dr. Atick 

holds a PhD in Mathematical Physics from Stanford University.

IGS
LEADERSHIP

DR. JOSEPH ATICK
Executive Chairman
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2 The ID4Africa Ambassadors Bureaus
Established in 2016, the ID4Africa Ambassadors 

Program has played a central role in advancing the 

ID4D agenda across the continent. Comprised of senior 

government officials, Ambassadors ensure that their 

countries’ priorities and perspectives are effectively 

represented within the ID4Africa Movement, while 

serving as key advocates for the digital transformation 

of identity systems and society at large.

In 2024, the Ambassadors Program was restructured 

into national multi-agency Bureaus, with each country 

having the right to appoint up to three high-level 

government representatives. The Ambassadors Bureaus 

provide crucial intelligence, expertise and country-level 

intelligence, while acting as a vital bridge between the 

Movement and the various institutions and stakeholders 

involved in developing identity ecosystems in their 

respective countries. Moreover, they are instrumental in 

spearheading ongoing identity-related efforts, including 

Identity Day, within their jurisdictions. 

Collectively, the Ambassadors Bureaus from the 

current 48 member countries constitute the ID4Africa 

Council—the Movement’s governing body. Through this 

Council, members help shape the strategic direction 

and priorities of ID4Africa, ensuring that the Movement 

remains responsive, relevant, and aligned with the 

evolving needs of the continent.
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3 The AGM
The ID4Africa Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) is the largest gathering 

of the Movement, held in a different 

African country each year. It unites the 

global identity community to advance 

the ID4D agenda, and to explore how 

digital identity and aligned services can 

support socio-economic development and 

individual empowerment in Africa.  The 

inaugural AGM took place in 2015 and 

has grown to  become the most important 

and world-renowned gathering of its kind, 

attaining record high participation from 

government decision-makers, development 

organizations, industry and civil society.

PREVIOUS AGMs
(2015-2026)
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PROFILE DISTRIBUTION OF ATTENDEES AT ID4AFRICA 2026 AGM
ABIDJAN, CÔTE D’IVOIRE

SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS

149

TOTAL REGISTRATIONS

2740

Government

(97% African)

Development Agencies

NGOs, Civil Society,
Data Privacy &
Protection, etc.

Private Sector

(African & International)

43%

46%

3%
8%
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SECTORAL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATION
AT THE ID4AFRICA 2026 AGM

Total Number of Countries

112

REGIONAL & INT’L STAKEHOLDER PRESENCE 
AT ID4AFRICA 2026 AGM

African Countries

50

Attended 
AGM

Absent
from AGM
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Symposiums & Workshops at the AGM
Typically held on the 3rd and 4th day of the AGM, 

the ID4Africa symposiums and workshops allow 

attendees to engage in deep and meaningful dialogue 

through discussions, brainstorming and ideological 

networking around key problems in the context of 

highly specialized parallel Tracks. They leverage the 

expertise of government practitioners, development 

partners, stakeholder experts and associations who 

typically organize and chair the meetings and provide 

opportunities for a well-represented range of domain 

experts, selected based on merit and relevance to the 

AGM theme, to serve as moderators, working group 

chairpersons, discussants and contributors. 
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The Exposition at the AGM
Held concurrently and collocated with 

the AGM conference, the ID4Africa expo 

is the largest of its kind in the world, 

showcasing the latest innovations, 

products, solutions and services for 

identity systems development and 

management from over 150 multinational, 

regional and local companies. The 

expo creates an open and competitive 

marketplace to serve the diverse and 

specific needs in Africa. 

Does ID4Africa advocate for a particular approach to identity solutions?
No, ID4Africa maintains strict neutrality towards technology and vendors. 
Moreover, ID4Africa does not endorse any specific approach, such as Open 
Source or Open Standards or others. Instead, it fosters an environment conducive 
to exploring various options, allowing African governments to make their own 
choices without interference from ID4Africa, thus respecting national sovereignty. 
The primary objective of ID4Africa is to offer reliable knowledge that can assist 
nations in making informed decisions and choices, without ever advocating or 
imposing specific approaches. 
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4 The LiveCasts
The ID4Africa LiveCasts are a powerful virtual 

convening platform for the exchange of trusted knowledge 

and dynamic dialogue. Unlike the AGM which occurs once a 

year, the LiveCasts serve as a year-round collaboration tool 

which gives Africa an ongoing voice in the global identity 

agenda. It helps the Movement assemble and grow the 

ID4D brain trust (subject matter experts) and democratize 

access to trustworthy knowledge. 

All the LiveCasts are streamed via Zoom and YouTube 

and are made available for replay on the ID4Africa Media 

Channel on YouTube. This library is considered a digital 

public good and is consulted by thousands of professionals 

from over 150 countries around the world for strategic 

capacity building.
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OUR
COMMUNITY

ID4Africa’s core community comprises strong 

representation of identity stakeholders from African 

government, development organizations, the private 

sector and civil society. Primarily, we serve the interests 

of government stakeholders numbered among the 48 

African member countries within which we incorporate 

representation from all relevant sectors. 
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COLLABORATION

We believe collaboration is the key to success, and for 

this reason it is one of the key driving forces behind our 

modus operandi. While ID4Africa does not set standards, 

create frameworks, implement policies, solutions, or 

certify systems, we have the convening power to bring the 

community together to address such matters including 

the challenges encountered on the road to identity for 

all. Through our platforms (the AGM, the Ambassadors 

Bureau, and the LiveCasts) and by working closely with 

our development partners, we can source, curate and 

disseminate validated findings and best practices to 

help our stakeholders reinforce their strategic decision-

making capacities. It is this very crowd-sourcing model of 

collaboration which enables ID4Africa to serve as a focal 

point for knowledge exchange to offer insights that can 

responsibly influence policy, best 
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The Identity Day (ID Day) campaign seeks worldwide recognition 

of 16 September as Identity Day to highlight the importance 

of having proof of identity. The date, 16 September (16.9), 

symbolically commemorates the UN Sustainable development 

goal (SDG 16.9) which calls for the provision of legal identity 

for all by 2030, including birth registration. The campaign was 

conceived by ID4Africa and launched in April 2018 at the 4th 

Annual Meeting in Abuja, Nigeria. It is intended to address the 

lack of a dedicated day of commemoration for identity which 

is a fundamental right and practical necessity in today’s digital 

age.  

Since its launch, the campaign has gained global recognition 

and is supported by over 350 organizations which show their 

commitment as coalition partners. It is notably recognized in 

Africa where nearly 50% of the continent’s ID4Africa member 

countries mark the day with various public awareness and 

celebratory activities. There is also a growing move by 

governments to officially adopt 16 September as a national day 

of Identity. 

•	 Learn more about ID Day at: www.id-day.org.

•	 �Check how the ID Day community commemorates 16 Sept: 

www.id-day.org/archives

•	 �View the ID Day Practical Guide:

��	� https://id4africa.com/2025/files/IDDayGuidePublic_EN.pdf

IDENTITY
DAY

GLOBAL
INITIATIVES
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ID4AFRICA 2026 AGM
TESTIMONIES

I was bowled over by the Hackathon 
students’ level of knowledge and 
skills. What a lasting testament this is 
to ID4Africa!
Jon Crowcroft, Turing Institute, UK

“

The 2026 ID4Africa AGM agenda continued 
to demonstrate Africa’s collective 
commitment to building secure, inclusive, 
and trusted digital identity ecosystems 
that empower citizens and strengthen 
governments. As a technology leader 
and digital transformation advocate, 
I have witnessed how ID4Africa is 
shaping conversations around DPI, ID4D, 
cybersecurity, innovation, and citizen-
centered service delivery across the 
continent. The collaboration, knowledge 
sharing, and strategic partnerships fostered 
through this initiative are instrumental in 
accelerating Africa’s digital future. ID4Africa 
2026 is not just a conference — it is a 
movement driving inclusive development, 
economic empowerment, and technological 
sovereignty for Africa.
Mou Bol Abiem, South Sudan Revenue 
Authority

“

Informative and insightful conference. 
A must attend for all African countries 
to learn and achieve systematic 
ecosystems that ensure seamless 
identification for all in the continent. The 
exhibition gives inspiration and access to 
service providers, kudos!
Nomfanelo Kunene, Central Bank of 
Eswatini

“

Participer à ID4Africa 2026 a renforcé notre vision 
stratégique. Le passage d’une approche purement technique 
à une réflexion écosystémique — intégrant les cadres légaux, 
l’humain et l’interopérabilité — est exactement ce dont 
nos nations ont besoin pour garantir une transformation 
numérique inclusive. Les échanges d’Abidjan guideront 
concrètement nos prochaines feuilles de route nationales.
Lou Gonézié Colombe IRITCHE, ONECI, Côte d’Ivoire

“

Conferencia Excelente para 
debate sobre os assuntos de 
Identidade e protecçao de 
dados.
Lucas Sitoe, DNRN, 
Moçambique

“

Les différentes sessions et 
expositions ont renforcé ma 
vision sur l’importance de la 
transformation numérique et de 
la sécurisation des systèmes 
d’identification en Afrique. 
ID4Africa constitue une plateforme 
essentielle pour le partage 
d’expériences, la coopération 
et l’innovation au service du 
développement du continent. 
Mouramoi Rishala, ANID, Togo

“

Having been to numerous 
functions of this nature, I 
must say this is one of the 
good and valuable events. 
We have got a couple of 
business opportunities and 
good networking with our 
customers and partners. 
throughout the entire 
process.
Mr. Jimmy Chun, Elyctis HK 
Limited, Hong Kong

“
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My biggest takeaway was seeing how countries across Africa 
are defying different operational and resource challenges to build 
trusted identity systems that improve governance, streamline 
access to services, strengthen inclusion, and support everyday 
life. It was refreshing to hear countries openly share not only 
successes, but also operational challenges, lessons learned, 
sustainability concerns, and the realities of implementation. 
Equally visible was the growing wave of innovation aimed at 
simplifying, securing, and redefining identity systems for the 
better. The discussions reinforced the importance of building 
systems that are trusted, inclusive, sustainable, interoperable, 
and people-centric.
Ollama Claire, NIRA, Uganda

“

The conference combined world class thought 
leadership, practical technical sessions, and high 
value networking that together clarified the path from 
policy to implementation for national digital identity 
programs. I left with concrete insights on privacy by 
design, interoperable API architectures, and sustainable 
governance models, plus new partnerships from various 
vendors and participants which will be very useful in my 
current and future undertakings.
Benjamin Dotto, e-Government Authority, Tanzania

“

Thank you for the continuous effort 
and commitment behind ID4Africa. 
We truly value its mission to support 
identity development and digital 
transformation across Africa. As 
Identis, we are proud to participate 
and contribute to solutions addressing 
the evolving needs of the region.
Apolline, Identis

“

ID4Africa 2026 has been for me and 
our company a very good exhibition. 
I did appreciate the topics that were 
discussed and the quality of the 
attendance. We went back fuelled with 
high and positive energy.
Charles MEVAA, ICPS/Margins Group, 
Ghana

“

This event has strengthened our 
perspective on building resilient 
and citizen-centric digital 
identity frameworks in Nigeria 
and across Africa. I highly 
recommend the ID4Africa AGM 
to any stakeholder committed 
to leveraging digital identity 
for inclusive socio-economic 
progress.
Amechi Charles Chukwura, 
Nigeria ID4D Project, Nigeria

“

This 2026 AGM was a real success — bringing together 
a rich mix of country experiences across Africa, 
innovations, testimonies, and forward-looking ideas. 
It reflected diverse perspectives from government 
agencies responsible for ID and ICT, the private sector—
including the ID industry—development actors, and civil 
society. At its core remains the imperative of inclusive 
national foundational digital ID systems—covering 
nationals, refugees, and other habitual residents—
to ensure that no one is left behind and that, through 
trusted ID, everyone can access essential services and 
socio-economic opportunities, contributing to shared 
prosperity. [..].
Benedicte Voos, UNHCR HQ

“

This event has been a trailblazer 
over obstacles and has made 
Digital Identity a reality on the 
African continent. Thanks, 
ID4AFRICA!
Ilma Vaz da Trindade Salvaterra, 
Ministério da Justiça, São Tomé 
e Príncipe

“
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ID4AFRICA
AGM
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THE ID4AFRICA
CODE OF ETHICS

1.	 Freedom and Equality: We affirm that all individuals are born free and equal in dignity.

2.	 Human Rights: We uphold the inherent human rights bestowed upon every individual.

3.	 Non-Discrimination: We stand for principles of non-discrimination, ensuring that our 
endeavours do not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, gender, religion, disability, or any 
other protected characteristic. or status.

4.	 Inclusivity: We embrace diversity and inclusivity in all facets of our work, striving for 
equitable access and representation for every individual and community.

5.	 Cultural Sensitivity: We recognize and respect the social values, belief systems, religions, 
customs, traditions, and cultures of the communities we engage with, avoiding any actions 
or decisions that may inadvertently cause offense or harm.

6.	 Identity-for-All: We uphold the right of all individuals to have a recognized proof of their 
identity through fair, inclusive, and reliable identification systems that uphold the rule of 
law, safeguard individual freedoms, rights, privacy, and personal data.

7.	 Do-No-Harm: We adhere to the humanitarian principle of Do-No-Harm, refraining from 
supporting identification systems that negatively impact the well-being of the people we 
aim to assist, including through foreseeable risks or unintended consequences.

8.	 Data Protection and Privacy: We ensure the responsible handling and protection of personal 
data, respecting individuals’ privacy rights, in compliance with applicable data protection 
laws and regulations.

9.	 Integrity: We uphold the highest ethical standards, ensuring integrity, honesty, and moral 
principles guide all our interactions. We employ merit-based selection processes and 
unequivocally reject corruption, bribery, financial impropriety, illegalities, or misconduct.

10.	 Accountability: We hold ourselves accountable for our actions and decisions, acknowledging 
and rectifying any mistakes or shortcomings.

11.	 Sustainability: We prioritize the long-term sustainability of our initiatives, striving to create 
lasting positive impact while minimizing negative consequences. We conduct our activities 
in an environmentally responsible manner.

12.	 Independence: We maintain independence from special-interest influence and geopolitical 
agendas, while aligning with policies and legislation supportive of responsible identification 
systems.

13.	 Freedom of Choice: We advocate for governments to objectively and transparently select 
solutions best suited to their needs and contexts, free from external interference and in 
accordance with national sovereignty.

14.	 Openness to Collaborate: We foster an environment that is receptive to collaboration and 
partnerships to advance shared goals and positive change.
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CONTACT US

FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@ID4Africa Linkedin.com/company/id4africaID4AFRICA MEDIA

For general enquiries:

CONTACT@ID4AFRICA.COM  

For more information, visit: 

WWW.ID4AFRICA.COM  
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